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PILBARA UNDERGROUND POWER PROJECT 

631. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the $100 million Pilbara underground power project blowout and the extraordinary amounts that 
Pilbara small businesses and ratepayers have been charged for connection. 

(1) Is it fair that Karratha’s Welcome Lotteries House was charged $60 000 even though it is a non-rateable 
property? 

(2) How can the Premier justify the Karratha RSL being charged $18 000, a church being charged $55 000 
and Karratha shopping centre being charged $640 000 for these upgrades? 

(3) Will the Premier now ensure that bills issued to ratepayers and businesses will be reviewed and made 
more fair? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I think the Leader of the Opposition could have asked that question of either the Minister for Energy or 

the Minister for Regional Development. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Take responsibility! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am making the observation that they are the ministers involved in the project, 
particularly the Minister for Regional Development. The underground power project in the Pilbara has blown 
out, if you like. The costs are above what was anticipated. It is very difficult conditions—hard rock surfaces — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Sorry, what is the Leader of the Opposition saying? 

Mr M. McGowan: A hundred million dollars, and it is rock. 

The SPEAKER: Premier, through the Chair, please. 

Mr M. McGowan: You didn’t know it was rock! 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Anyway, he has probably never been to the Pilbara. If the Leader of the Opposition goes 
up there, there is a fair bit of rock around. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The cost was significantly more than expected. This is a cyclone belt. Have members 
opposite ever thought about that? It is a cyclone area. One ongoing argument from the Pilbara for probably the 
past 30 years — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I was going to the Pilbara long before I was a member of Parliament. One of the most 
frequent comments made in the Pilbara was to protect essential services during cyclones. The essential service 
that really matters is the power supply. If that goes out, the hospital goes out, schools go out and people do not 
have power. Yes, it is very expensive—more expensive than anyone would have wanted—but at the end of the 
day undergrounding power in the Pilbara is important for the security and safety of people living in the Pilbara 
and for industry in that area. When it is done, people will probably say it is terrific. We regret that it has 
impacted on people’s bills, but it is a good program; it provides security for people living in the Pilbara. 
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